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Baptist Foundation Month

Guided by his spirit, now and fo rever
Is it possible for a pastor to plan so that
cont inued support will be provided for the
ministries th at influenced his life ? Dr. and
Mrs. W.H . Hicks believe that it is. 'The
lengthening shadow of their influence certainly reac hes into future generations. Hi s

ministry extended from West Texas, through
Kansas and then to Arkan sas. For 30 years,
the Pulaski Heights Ch urch of little Rock enjoyed growth under his ministry. Following
his retirem ent from th e active pastorate, Or.
and Mrs. Hicks spent a year in Belgium, serving with th e Foreign Mission Board.
Molded and di sc iplined by dedicated pro-

fesssors, Dr. and Mrs. Hicks have a deep ap-

ABN photo'Mtnle Gill

Dr. and Mrs. W Harold Hicks reminisce
about college days over yearbooks Harry
Trulove found. The Hicks met with Trulove,

president of the Arkansas Baptist Foundation,
to review their account with the Foundation,
which supports Baptist causes like colleges
and universities.

In this issue
8 lifestyle is barrier, key
Church SU!rting efforts can be hindered by the
barrier of very different lifestyles, yet lifestyle
can be a key to reaching people unto uched
by existing churches. A congregation at Sweet
Home is the focus of the sixth in a series of

articles on church starting.

9 redress of grievances
An Alabama layman has asked the SBC Executive Committee to address what he considers violations of the SBC bylaws at the

Dallas annual meeting. An article by Baptist
Press news editor Dan Martin explains the
action.
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preciation for Christian education. His influence and contribution of leadership in this
area was recognized by his alma mater,
Baylor University, in 1956, when the university awarded him an honorary doctorate.
Two of the Hicks ch ildren ha ve chosen
education as their vocat ion .
But the Hicks were not sa tisfied with the
idea that thei r support would be limited to
this life. Steps were taken through their Baptist Foundation that will provide them with
a life income and then provide financial support for those institutions and agencies that
they loved and supported.
Accordi ng to larry Page, vice president/attorney for the Foundation , this is a good example to show that th e se rvices can be us-

ed by anyone. H e co ntinu ed, " So often,
people have the idea that one has to be
wealthy before anything can be done
through o ur ministry."
Harry D. Trulove, president of the agency,
noted that Or. and Mrs. Hicks were only one
of severa l pastors with whom the agency had
worked. Trulove added, ''Our services have
no limitations, but are avai lable to anyone
in every strata of our economic commun ity:'
Trulove cites excerpts of letters from two
pastors to reflect the ph il osophy of the
Arkansas Baptist Foundat ion:
" ... I am grateful to our loving God t hat
we have the facilities and organization ... to
handle the possessions of persons who desi re
thei r material possessions to keep working
after they have left t his temporary home."
"We want to thank you for your interest
and hard work in prepa ring the documents
(for my estate). You went to as much trouble over this little estate as if it were worth
a million dollars."
Although September is Foundation month,
the services of this agency are available
throughout the year. For informa tion on
Christian estate planning, church or association incorporation or the schedu ling of
seminars and conferences, contact:
Arkanasas Baptist Foundation, P.O. Box 552,
Little Rock , AR 72203, telepho ne: 376-0732
or 376-4791.

Two Baptist youth receive full scholarships
Two Bapti st young persons have been
selected as 1985 recipients of full coll ege
scholarships by the National Advisory Board
of First Commercial Bank in Little Rock.
Sheri Renee Jordan of Fort Smith and Kent
Edward Coulter of Arkadelphia were chosen
from applicants who plan to attend Arkansas colleges and universities and ~ho expect
to make a ca reer in th e state.
Jordan, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl
D. Riggin s, is a 1985 graduate of Sou thside
High School at Fort Smith. Her grade point
is 4.4 and she is entering H endrix College
as a mathem atics major. Her academic interests have included language and music,
as well as math and science.
She was a drum major for th e marching
band and made All Region and All State Firs!
Band playing clarinet. Jordan participated in
th e Arkansas Governor's School for the
Gifted and Talented and was named a
Nati onal Merit Scholar. She graduated with
honors, third in a class of 369.
She is a member of First Church, Fort
Smith, active in youth council and th e mu sic
program, including handbell choir and
orchestra.
Coulter, the son of Dr. and Mrs. Ed Cou lter,
is a 1985 graduate of Arka delphi a High
School who is entering Ouachita Bapti st
University to study natural science and

Jordan
Coulter
mathematics. He hopes to teach, possibly on
the college leve l.
H e is a w riter, debater and multi-sport
athlete who has bee n an exchange stude nt
in the Netherlands.
Coulter's 4.09 grade point ranked him
fourth in a high sc hool class of 1S3. He was
a delegate to Boys State, where he was
elected Supreme Court Justice. He was a
member of the National Honor Society and
the Student Congress.
He is a member of First Church, Arkadelphia, where he participates in youth
counci l and youth choir.
The National Advisory Board Sc holars are
selected by a group of 27 corporate execu ti ves of national and international
businesses who are Arkansans by birth.
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Aiding our missionaries

J. Everett· Sneed

Last wee k, the Arkansas Baptist State Co nvent ion and the
Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention
joi ntl y sponsored an orientation for furloughing missionari es
in Arkan sas. Our missionaries are eager to serve in the best
way possible w hile they are home and there are ways we can
enable them to be mo re effective.
. Our mi ssiona ries would like to be in vo lved in a va ri ety of
ministries throughout the entire yea r. All of th em have more

requ ests th a n th ey can fill during November and Decembe r,
but may not have adequate requ ests for their services during
other months of th e yea r. Obviously, mi ssionaries are pl eased to do everyth ing possible to promote the lottie Moon
Christmas OUering and any church desiring a missionary
speaker to promote the foreign mission offerin g should
schedule him or her immediately. However th e acti vities of
these extremely capable people.are avai labl e throughout th e
yea r.
Some small churches may feel that it wou ld be impossi·
ble to bring missionaries to speak to them. But our missionari es
are eager to go to ch urches of all sizes. Th ough it is tru e th ey
do not receive travel expenses w hile on furlough , missionaries
do not wa nt to restrict their activities. It is wise for ch urches
to employ missionaries in the area w here they are living, so
as to save o n travel expense fo r everyo ne.
Some o( our larger chu rches may want to conside r the
possiblity of furnishing a ca r for a fu rloughing missionary.
Unless an indi vidual is an expert in purchasing and selling
automobiles, he ca n lose from $1,500 to $2,000 on th e pur·
chase and sa le of a car during his furlough , just for the privilege
of sha ring mi ssion wo rk w ith his fe llow Baptists.
Missionaries are deeply appreciative to th e chu rches who
fu rni sh homes for them whi le on fu rlough. However it wo uld
be particu larl y helpfu l if these churches could provide a list
of items they have furnished , prio r to the missionary's coming and a list of things the missionary needs to bring w ith him.
Churches need to recognize that mi ssionaries have families
also. This means th at occasionally a mi ssionary husband and
wife may not both be able to attend a particu lar church
meeting together. In many instan ces it would be helpful if a
ch urch cou ld provide baby si tters to assist the mi ssiona ri es.
Many missiona ri es would be grateful for used equipment
to take with them to the mission field. Used equipment does
not normally require payment of import tax , whereas in man y
mission fields, import taxes may run 100 percent or more on
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new equipment. Slide projectors, mQtion picture projectors
and overhead projectors are especially valuable to our
mi ssionaries.
During the Christmas season, the missionaries might appreciate a Christmas tree and decorations. Missionaries usually
store thei r Christmas decorations in the country they are serving and will ot have them available here in the United States.
Chur( hes ca n, also, enhance the missionaries furlough
"tim e by maki ng it possible for them to attend state conventions, Evange lism Conferences, and annual associational
meetings. Th e Foreign Mission Board provides for the foreign
missionary to attend th e Southern Baptist convention, but
limited funds makes it impossible for the Board to care for the
expenses of other meetings. Missionaries want to be involved
in th e total life of the denomination.
In foreign countries, English books are few and very expensive. Many of our mi ssionaries wo uld appreciate the gift
of good books. In many instances, our missionaries would be
pleased to receive old magazines, especially for children. Other
magazines high on the reading list of missionari es are Good
Housekeeping, McCa/ls, U. S. News and World Report,
Southern living, and other magazines that help them to keep
up w ith what is taking place in the United States. Missionaries
are, also, helped by having opportunity to study old magazines
whe n they return on fu rlough. This assists them in catch ing
up to da te o n w hat has taken place wh ile they were abroa d .
Sometim es, churches forget that mi ssionary wives are
high ly tra ined, skilled indi viduals and quite capa ble in their
own right. Churches should ava il themselves of the talents and
abilities of these mi ssionary wives while they are on furlough .
Finally, the chu rches shou ld realize that our missionaries
have a wide range of skills. They ca n teach Bible studies, lead
Su nda y School Development and wit nessing programs, and
provide leadership fo r almost any kind of endeavor in which
a Southern Baptist Church might be in volved .
It is truly exciting to be a part of th e great missionary effort in today's world. Beyond question, Southern Baptists are
doing more to ca rry the gospel around the wo rld than any
other denomination. But our efforts must be greatly·intensified
if every person is to hear th e gospel by the yea r 2000.
Furloughing mi ssionaries can do much to cha llenge, excite and
invo lve ou r people in this vita l New Testament concern. Let's
make maximum use of our missionaries while they are at home
o n furlough.
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One layman's opinion
Daniel R. Grant

Oversimplifying the church-state issue with walls and beds
Few things have divided the American
people more sharply in recent times than the
running agrum ent over prayer in the public

schoo ls. Popular debate over church-state
issues has been heated throughout our nation's history, but it has seldom spread to the
grass roots so pervasively as it has wi th the
cont roversy over the constitut ional ity of a
tim e for meditation and/or prayer in governmen t-operated schools.

What troubles me most about this is not
the divided opinion, or even the heated

nature of the division , but rather the terrible over-simplification of the issue as argued

by both sides. Certain parts of the issue are
in fact really si mple, or so it seems to me.
Separation of church and state is a cherished constitutional doctrine that was included in our Bill of Rights to strengthen religious
liberty for all people. No one would claim
that our government should have the power
to pass a law requiring all peopl e to attend
Sunday School or to be baptized by immersion. On the other hand, no one would
claim that a municipal government should
not extend police protection to the proper-

ty of churches and to lawful religious activities that take place on such property.
These seem to be si mple and clear-cut examples of prohibited government activity on
the one hand, and permitted government activity on the other. I 'think this vvould remain
simple and clear even if the majority of people in a popular referendum shou ld vote to
have the government require Sunday School
attendance, or should vote to prohibit police
protection to church gr6ups. Both should be
made unconstitutional. Surely the majority of
people vvourd agree with this in the long run.
The real trouble comes in " the gray zone:'
Not all issues are simple and clear. Political
and religious leaders, as well as mass media
leaders, do us a grave disservice by painting
a very complex issue in black and white
terms as one of simple goodness over against

complicated gray zone, and the proper
dividing line between church and state
needs to be carved out with a scalpel rather
than a meat cleaver.
For the record, I think it would be a tactical
error for our Supreme Court to take a rigid
stand against such relatively innocent things as
manger scenes on public property during the
Christmas season, and a common meditation
time in the public school when some children
may use that time for silent pra~r if they prefer.

The blacklash of public anger about decisions
like this may bring on constflutional change that
seriously weakens separation of church and
state and religious liberty.

of separation" is much too simple, just as the
term "bed of cohabitation" is also much too
simpl e to describe church-state relation s.

On the other hand, a recent legislative proposal by Orthodox jewish leaders in Israel,
to outlaw the breeding and marketing of
pork, reminds me once more that some
religiously inspired legislation can be clearly dangerous to religious liberty. I still believe
in the separation of church and state and the
consituti onal right of free exercise of religion.

Most of the controversial issues the
Supreme Court has been called on to decide
in recent yea rs are right in the middle of that

Daniel R. Grant is president of Ouachita
Baptist University at Arkadelphia.

simple evil. Frankly, I think the term "wall

Woman's viewpoint
Mal)' Maynard Sneed

A demand for Christian character
The philosoph er Diogenes went out into
the streets of Athens in broad daylight, car-

rying a li ghted lantern, which he held up to
the faces of strangers, saying that he was
searching for an hon est man. In a witty attempt to move society toward a higher plane
of living, the ancient Greek was making a
demand for character.
Character may be defined as the sum of
the qualities which distinguish a group or individual from o thers of its class or kind. Included are such traits as sound moral principles, uprightness, honesty, sincerity, depen-

dability and forti tude.
I believe Fay Valentine of the Christian life
Commission has the m atter in its proper
perspective as he says, "C haracter may also
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be thought of as the total combina tion of a
person's moral commitments."
The type of c haracter which distinguishes
a Christian is t he evidence of the beli ever's
commitment to the lordship of jesus Christ
in his own life. Christian character involves
one's loyalty to that commitment and the
way in which one reflects that commitment
in one's daily life. Because his li fe is the
evidence of his faith , the co mmitted Christian is the best ki nd of witness for Christ.
When the believer enters into a covenant
relationship with Christ and his church, he
is prepared to develop a Christian life

characterized by honesty and discipline. We
are called to be Christ's disci ples. Inherent
to the idea of Ch ri stian discipleship is the d e-

mand for self-discipline. By denying one's
own selfish desires and chan neling one's
en ergies to God, the faithful believer, as a
true follower of Ch ri st, becomes like him.
True Christian commitm ent, based upon
a personal experi ence with God in Christ
and an understanding of the principles, is a
complete commitment of one's whole be-

ing, the mind, the heart and the will, to a
value system taught by Jesus Christ. Developing Christian c haracter is learning to love
God with one's whole heart and one's
neighbor as oneself.

Mary Maynard Sneed of North Little Rock
is the wife of the editor, a homemaker and
the mother of two daughters. She is a
teacher in Park Hill Church.
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Don Moore

You'll be glad
to know ...
... New approach to Sunday School convention holds hope for greatest convention
ever! It is being held on Friday night and
Saturday so that lay
people and hi-voca-

Providential chain of events means
tracts will roll off the press in Brazil
by 1- Everett Sneed
" Another of ou r prayers has just been
answered with the securing of a printing
press," declared Glendon Grober, project
coordinator of the AMAR Partnership Mission with Brazil. The printing press, a Multi-

lith 1850, will be used to print 3.75 mill io n
gospel tracts to be distributed in the Brazilian
state of Para.

tional leaders can at-

In 1984, Grobe r and Jon Stubblefield,

tend. Conferences for
various size Sunday

president of the Arkansas Bap\ist State Convention, were in Brazil for the annua l
meeting of the Para State Convention. During one of the convention sessions, the
messengers voted to be involved with the

Schools will be conducted for pasto" and
Sunday School directors. Sunday Schools
with 1 to 150 enrolled,
1SO to SOD enrolled
and 500 and up enrolled is the way the

Bold Mission Thrust by sharing the gospel
with everybody in their state above nine

years of age by the end. of 1987. The effort

Moore
the General Officers Conference will be

divided. In the same way, separate conferences will be conducted for single, young
married, median, senior and homebound

adults. Everything will be tailored tO specific
needs far more than ever before.
We are thankful for some local churches

and association s who have helped in planning, promotion and finances to make this

the "best ever!" We will sit at th e feet of
those who lead conferen ces at Glorieta and
Ridgecrest.
It is a special privilege to have Harry
Piland, the top Sunday School man in
America today, as a special guest speaker
and conference leader.
Bi·vocationals and small Sunday School

leadership should jump at thisl
The dates are Sept. 27-28. The place is
Geyer Springs, First Church. The times are

from 6:50 p.m., Friday, to 3 p.m., Saturday.
Call us if we can help make further ar-

rangements. (376-4791)
Church Training Convention will be held
Oci. 22 at Immanuel Church, Little Rock. It,
too, will be loaded with good conference
leaders and speake rs. H elp will be available
for media-library, rec reation, family mini stry
and senior adult work, as well as the usual
Church Training emphasis. We do not have
to surrender any part of the Lord 's Day to

the world and the devil. Come, find a way
to save the day and meet the needs of your
people during the Church Training hour.
It is a joy ta try to provide the assistance
you need to do a better job in you r chu rch.

Don Moore is executive director of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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is to be called , " Good Nf'INs, Para."
The approach will be to personally contact everyone who is above nine years of age
with a personal testimony and a gospel tract.
It is estimated there are 3.75 milli on people
in the state above that age.
A decision was made to purchase an offset press to lcwver the cost of the gospel tracts
and also to assist the Para State Convention
in future printing projects. The Multi-lith
1850 has the capability of printing fu ll size
posters and also of printing more tracts in
a single run than a smaller press. Grober
discovered that a si ngle printing press of this
type retails for a prohibitive cost of $17,000.
"A number of providential happenings
have made it possib le for us to acquire the
needed press," Grober said. First, Bud

Kirkpatrick, a member of the Crystal Hill
Church, Little Rock, heard of the need for
the. press. Kirkpatrick rebuilds printing equipment. He offered to sell Grober a rebuilt
press at his cost, $6,000.
Shortly after the offer to furnish a rebuilt
printing press was made known to Grober,
the Eudora Church wrote the Arkansas Baptist State (onvention stating a desire to be
financially involved in the Brazil Partnership.
They responded positively to the need for

the press by providing $3,500 towa rd the
purchase.
The addition al money came from J. D.
Cutrer, a member of the Dauphin Way
Chu rch, Pascagoula, Miss., who heard from
Grober of the need for the printing press.
Grober had preached a number of times in

Glendon Grober, stateside project coordinator for the Amazon-Arkansas Partnership
Mission, poses with an offset press headed for
Brazil, where it wiff help Baptists in the state
of Para print enough tracts to reach every per·
son above the age of nin e with the gospel.

the church wh ile he was a foreign
missionary.
Money for sh ippin g the press to Brazil is
to be provided through Cooperati ve Program
funds given to the Foreign Mission Board .
The vol unteering of a professional printer
to go to Brazil was the final link in the chain
of events making possible the printing of the
gospel tracts. Bennie Elli s of Harrison will go
to set up the operation of the press and to
train Brazilians to operate it.
" There is no doubt that th e Lord's hand
has been in this effort, as it wou ld be im possible for this chain of events to have taken
place apart from his guidance," Grober
declared. " This is just one of the exciting
things that God is do ing in co nnection with
our partnership with Bra zil."

J." Everett Sneed is editor of the Arkansas
Baptist Newsmagazine.

OBU invites parents to campus Oct. 5
ARKADELPHIA- Parents' Day at Ouachita
Baptist University takes on a new twist thi s
year with an emphasis on Ouachita's centennial celebration , now in progress. The
event Saturday, Oct. 5, is spo nsored by th e

OBU Student Senate.
The day' s activities will incl ude visitation
in the dorms all day, presentations by various
academic depa rtments centered around the

tOOth birthday of the sc hool , lunch and th e

OBU - UA Monticello football ga me beginning at 1:30 p.m .
" Parents' Day offers all parents the chance

to observe ca mpus life at an active time of

the year;' said Gay Anthony, OBU's Student
Senate president.
For more information, persons may 'con·

tact Anthony at (50 1) 246-4531, extension
268, or student adivities director Andy
Westmoreland at extension 539.
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update

Arkansas all over
by Mi"ie Gill/ ABN staff writer

briefly

people

se rvices will be highlighted w ith " Old-

Pleasant Grove Church near Pe rryvill e is
improving its church plant by adding a
baptistry, fellowship ha lt , Sunday school
rooms, inside plumbing and a new well.
Pastor Troy Akers reported improvements
becam e necessary because of continuous

me mbership growth eve n though the
ch urch is located in an open county
rural area. Improvements are being made

from funds provided Arkansas Baptist
State Convention M issions Department

from the state revolving loan fund.
Ridgeway Church at Nashville o rdain ed
Scotty Ray to the ministry Aug. 25 . Ray is
pastor of G il ead Church at M alvern . Par·
ticipating in th e ordination were Curti s

Fashi oned Day;· a noon meal and an
afternoon musical program .
Beebe First Church has begun a deaf
ministry fo r both Sunday school and worship hours. lind a Guthri e is servi ng as
interpreter.

Elmdale Church in Sp ringdale has la un·
c hed a Sunday eve ning radio ministry
hosted by pastor Mark Brooks. Th e program features guest di sc ussion s and
listener respo nses on co ntemporary issues
faci ng Christians in today's society.

Bluff.

leon Turner is serving as pa stor of
Reynolds Memorial Chu rch in Littl e Rock,
Pleasant Valley Church at Sidon has
com ing their from First Church, Leary,
completed an add itio n to its building and
Texas. Tu rner also has served as pasto r of
repaid a $15,000 loa n borrowed in
· other Arkansas churches. H e and his
January from th e Arkansas Baptist State
wife, Beverl y, have three children.
Convention revo lvi ng loan fund .
Rocky Po int Church at Judsonia observed
homecoming Sept. 1. Jac ki e M addox, a
fo rmer pastor, was speake r.

Zachary, Ben Lomond, David Smi th , Rick
H yde, john H olston, James Ca nno n,
H orace Ferguson and Donnie Powell.

Don Butl er will join the staff of Prescott
First Church Oct. 1 as minister of youth
and mu sic. H e is cu rrently servi ng o n th e
staff of Green Meadows Church in Pine

CryStal Hill Church in little Roc k observed homecoming Sept. 15 with "Super
Sunday" high att enda nce day.
Forest Tower Church in little Rock
recently dedicated a new auditorium .
Va lued at $100,000 the auditorium has a
seating capacity of 250, acco rding to
pa stor larry Child ers.

Doug Grubbs ,bega n serving Sept. 1 as
pastor of Oppelo First Church. H e is a
gradu ate of Southwestern Seminary. H e
and his w ife, Ka ren, and their daughter,
Megan, moved to Oppelo from Troup,
Texas, w here he se rved on the staff of
First Church .
Larry J. Whitson has resigned as minister
of music and you th at Sulphur Springs
Chu rch in Pine Bluff.
Hal Gallop Sr. ha s resign ed as interim
pa stor of Cherokee Village First Church .

Rehobeth Church at Moorefield, the
oldest continu ous Southern Bapti st
Churc h in A rka nsas, will celebrate its

159th a nniversary Oct. 4-6 ." Th e Sunday

Calvary Association is spo nsoring a
Woman's Missionary Union prayer retrea t
Sept. 20-2 1 at Sea rcy First Ch urch.

Life Line Church in Little Rock dedicated a $575,000
education building Sept. 8 with a 2 p. m. dedica tion service. Open house was held for members and guests to tour
the 17-room structure that houses the church's pre-school
ministries, kindergarten, adult Bible study area and office
space for the Week Day Early Education staff. This marked the 12th building p rogram for the 73-year-<>ld which
currently has a membership of over 1,400. Ground was
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j . W. Gibbs has resigned as pastor of

Blac k O a k Churc h, e ffective Sept. 29. He
has served there for 20 yea rs.

broken for this building in November, 1984 and it was
completed Sept. I, 1985, according to schedule. H arold
Blackwood was architect and Ross Sparks Builders Inc.
were con tractors. Pastor Gerald Taylor moderated the ser·
vice that featured W 0. Vaugh t, pastor emeritus of Little
Rock Immanuel Church, as speaker. O thers on the program were Paul Williams, john l-lorne, Jim Buchanan, Joe
Williams, Norman Haley, {ohn Miller and {ohn Bell.
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missionary notes
Edwina Davis, journeyman to Korea , has
arrived on the field to begin her two-year

former Suzan Ward of El Dorado. They were
appointed by the Foreign Mission Board in
1977.
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Hancock Jr., misin Little Rock, she conside rs Enola her r sio naries to the Philippines since 1983,
hometown. Before she was employed by the
resigned from mi ssionary service effective
Foreign Mission Board in July 1985, she was
June 30. by action of th e Foreign Mission
grad uated from Arkansas State University.
Board at its August meeting. They served in
Mr. and Mrs. C. Thurman Braughton, lligan City, Philippines, whe re he was a
general evangeli st and she a ch urch and
missionaries to the Philippines, have arri ved ip the States for furlough (address: 211
home worker. He was born in Alabama and
Pecan St., Hot Springs, AR 71901). H e was
co nside rs Oklahoma City, Ok la., hi s
born in Altus, Okla., and also li ved in Hot hometown . She is the former Kath leen
Springs whi le growing up. She is the former McCartney of Dallas, Texas. "They may be adKathleen Blount of Linle Rock. They were ap- dressed at P.O. Box 3045, Siloam Springs, AR
pointed by th e Foreign Mission Board in 72761.
Mr. and Mrs. Billy H. Love, "missionaries
1967.
Mr. and Mrs. Orvell Bryant Jr., mis- si nce 1966, resigned from missionary service
sionaries to the Windward Islands, have ar- effective Aug. 19. They served in Malaysia
rived in the States for furlough (address: Rt.
and Si ngapore. Stationed in Si ngapore, he
4, Box 467, El Dorado, AR 7 1730). He is a was a church trainer/planter, and she was involved in English-language church education
native of Spearsvi ll e, La., and she is the
term of service as a sec retary (add ress: Yeo
Eu i Do, P.O. Box 165, Seoul ISO, Korea). Born

promot ion/train ing. H e is a native of
Oklahoma. The former Thelma Hayes, she
was born in Booneville. Th ey may be addressed at Rt. 4, Box 32, Lindsay, OK 73052.
Drs. Howard H . and Marilyn Kitchens,
missionary associates to Korea , have arrived on th e field to begin their first term of service (aCfd ress: Baptist H ospital, P.O. Box 76,
Pusan 600, Ko rea). He was born in littl e
Rock. Th e former Marilyn McRae, she considers Anniston, Ala. , her hometown. Th ey
were employed by the Foreign Mission Board
in 198S.
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh E. Provost, Baptist
representatives to Yemen, report a cha nge
of fu rlough add ress (3926 Parchman St., Fort
Worth, TX 761 18). H e was born in Jonesboro
and li ved in Lepanto, Hughes, Harrisburg
and West Memphis while growing up. She
is the former Brenda Bryles of Pine Bluff.
They were appointed by the Foreign Mission ..
Board in 1981.

Tennessean elected new BJCPA general counsel
WASHINGTON IBP)-Oiiver S. (Buzz)
Thomas, a partner in the fi rm Thomas and
Thomas of Maryville, Tenn., has been
unanimously elected general counsel of the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affai rs.
The Tennessee native will assume his du ti es
Oct. 1.
Thomas, 30, is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate
of the University of Tennessee and an honors
graduate of the University of Tennessee College of Law and Nev.' Orleans Baptist
Th eo logica l Seminary.
At New Orleans, he was named the
1980-81 Broadman Seminarian, an awa rd
presented annually to the most outstanding
student. H e finished first in his Nev.' Orleans
m aster of divinity class and third in his law
school class.
While in law school, Thomas was a clerk
for the Tennessee Court of Appeals, where
he w rote more than 30 judicial opinions. H e
also did research and lega l writing for U.S.
District Judge James H. Jarvis, of th e Eastern
District of Tennessee, Knoxvi ll e.

For the past two years Thomas has practiced with his brother in the fami ly law firm
in Maryville, outside Knoxville, where some
20 percent of his caseload has involved free
service to indigent criminal defendants,
juveniles and other low income clients referred from the Knox County l ega l Aid Soc iety.
The rema ind er of his practice has ranged
from constitutional law to divorce and child
custody cases.
Active as a supply preacher and teacher
in Baptist churches, Thomas and his wife,
Lisa, have been leaders in the Knoxvi lle
chapter of Bread for the World, a Ch ri stian
citizens' hunger lobby. He also helped form
th e Blount Youth Emergency Shelter for
juvenile delinqu ents and status offenders,
and is a directo r of the Blount County
Di smas House for former prisoners.
During seminary days, Thomas was an
associate minister at Coliseum Place Church,
a bi -racial congregation in inner-city New
Orleans. H e has said it was there " that I first
felt the Urgency to translate th e gospel into

meaningfu l and conc rete socia l policy:' He
was·a lso summer youth minister at First
Church , Maryville, in 1978.
Thoma s succeeds the late john W. Baker,
who worked at the Baptist Joint Comm ittee
from 1969 until his death last j anuary.
Members of the sea rch committee recommending Thomas were BJC cha irperson Wes
Forsline, pastor of the Ameri can Baptistaffi liated Calvary Chu rch , Minneapolis; first
vice-chai rperson lloyd Elder, president of the
Sunday Sc hool Board of the Southe rn Baptist Convention; second vice- chairperson
Violet Ankrum , past president . of the
Women's Auxiliary of the Progressive National Baptist Convention Inc.; sec retary
Donald E. Anderson, editor ofThe Standard,
monthly publication of the Bapti st General
Conference, and BJC Executive Director
james M. Dunn.
After the sea rch panel recommended
Thomas' election, the full 43-member Baptist Joint Com mittee was polled by mail and
telephone.

Senate easily deflects Helms school prayer bill
WASH INGTON IBP)-The U.S. Senate
has decisively rejected so-ca lled "courtstripping" legislat ion which wou ld have forbidden federal courts-including the U.S.
Supreme Court-from reviewi ng state laws
autho ri zing prayer in publi c sc hoo ls.
Following a bri ef debate Sept. 10, the
Se nate voted 62-36 to table a bill introdu ced by Sen. )esse Helms, R-N .C., designed to
overturn Suprem e Court decisions banning
state-sponsored prayer and Bible reading in
the nation 's school s.
During the debpte, Helm s argued the nation' s Founders w rote the Establishm ent
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Clause of the Fi rst Amendmen t ("Congress
shall make no law respecti ng an establish·
men t of religio n") only " to prohibit the
establi shment of a national ch urch" and
sought " to leave th e remaining issues of
churc h-state relations strictly wi th th e
States."
Helm s, a Southern Bapti st, also decla red :
" Religious liberty is too important to leave
excl usively· in th e hands of judicial elites
mo re conce rned about imposing thei r own
political views on the Nation than in o bj ectively interpreting the words of the Constitution. "

Opposition to Helm s' bill ca me from
senators all along th e ideologica l spectrum ,
and i nclud ed veteran conservat ive Barry
Goldwater, R-Ariz. , who told H elms during
th e debate he was "surprised " the North
Ca rolini an would write the measure. " If I
wrote it," Goldwater decla red, " I would
have been ashamed of it. "
Th e measure also drew opposition from
Sen. Orrin H atch, R-Utah, chairman of the
judiciary Committee, a pa nel that is consi dering a Hatch-a uthored constitutional
amendment to guarantee mo ments of si lent
prayer and meditation in the classroom .
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Modeling missions: sixth .in a series

Lifestyle both barrier, key to reaching the unreached
by Mark Kelly
SWEET HOME-The littl e block building

ABN pholo I Marlo: Kelly

sits we ll back off the road, tucked neatly in
among the pine trees. From a distance, you
can hear the strains of " I Shall Not Be Moved" drifting on the afternoon breeze. On the

doorstep, a dog suns himself, half-asleep.
In side, box fans stir the thick, hot air. Th e

worshippers, dressed in a simple, honest,
country fashion, shift from time to time on

the wooden slat pews. At the front of the
building, with his co llar open and shirt
sleeves rolled up, the preacher passionately
delivers his message.
This vintage scene could come from
alm ost any point in the 137-year history of

Arkansas Baptists. Those are our roots. But,
in fact, the setting is 1985, in the rural community of Sweet Home, located three miles

east _of Perryville on State Highway 60.
The preacher is Refus Ca ldwell, director
of missions for the Conway-Perry Association. The·25 or 30 worshippers make up the
Sweet Home Mission, an out reach ministry
of nearby Houston Church.
Caldwell, who has served the association
for nearly 19 'yea rs, has known the Sweet
Home community a long time. His w ife
taught some of their kids several years ago

Modeling~
missions ·~

at the Perry County Day Services Center.
They developed some good contacts with
Sweet Home's close-knit extended families.
When Sweet Home's community church
closed its doors severa l years ago, Caldwell
was aware of it and concerned . He knew
they would never drive into Perryville o r
Houston to attend worship services, even
though it was only a matter of a few miles.
Other distances-social and economic
distances-were too great to cross.
"I had a burden that they we ren't going

to chu rch anywhere;' Caldwell recalled. "So
I visited arou nd to see if any of them were
interested in meeting for worship. They were.

So we did: '
At their very first meeting last December,
Caldwell annou nced reviva l services begin ning the next week. Six professions of faith
were made and another six additions were
recorded. Two sum mer missionaries, assigned to the Conway Perry Association, held a

A simple matter of lifestyle can prevent people (rom responding to existing churches,
says Floyd Tidsworth, ABSC ch urch extension director. Th e lifestyle of p ersons in th e
Sweet Home comm unit y near Perryville kept nearby churches from reaching them.

because " it fits better" with their li festyles
and Caldwell's busy schedule. An initial attempt at a 10 a.m. Su nday School failed
outright, he reca lled .
The services open w ith th e chi ldren

gathered at the fro nt. Caldwe ll leads them

backyard Bible club and helped lead another

in singing seve ral choruses, and then
together they reci te Sc ripture verses dealing
with sa lvation. After that, the adults turn to
their worship service w hile the c hildren all
accompany Mrs. Caldwell into another room

revival in june. Another six persons were

for Su nday School.

added to the congregation that week. The

"The Sweet Hom e community is a clu ster
of people who are all more or less alike,'' ex-

following week, a vacation Bible school

enrolled 34 person s.
They meet on Sunday afternoons at four
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plained Floyd Tid swo rth, director of chu rch
extension for the Arkansas Baptist State Con -

vention. "Most are related to each ot her. Virtual ly all live within one mile of the c hurch.
" The need there is not their distance from
a Southern Baptist church. Hou ston and Perryville are very close," he continued. "The
need there ari ses out of the fact they would
not be comforta bl e with th e churches in
town. The buildings, the programs, the
music, the styl es of dress and leadership:
everything wou ld be too different."
Significant differences in lifestyle can
create barriers which may prevent one group
of people from reac hing anot her, Tidsworth
acknowledged. But by the same token, th e
unique lifestyle of a group of people can be
turned into an adva ntage by taking their uni-

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE

Crowder asks remedy for bylaw 'violations',
hopes intended lawsuit will not be necessary
queness into account as you seek to minister
to th em.
" Several elements of Caldwell's approach
tia ve taken into account the uniqueness of
Sweet Home's residents, Tidsworth pointed
out. For example, Caldwell himself has the
unassuming air of a simple country preacher
as he works among the people. His personal
style makes· them feel comfortable.
And Caldwell 's approach to the communi·
ty is tailored to its specia l way of life. " Most
of the homes have no telephones," noted
Caldwell. " But a day never passes that these
people don' t see each other." All Caldwell
needs to do is share his plans w ith a couple
of the family leader,;, and let th e "grapevine"
take care of th e rest.
The time of day at which they meet is
another adjustment to Sweet Home's more
casual country schedule, Tid sworth pointed
out. Th e old-fashioned worship style offers
yet another point of contact with a group of
people whose lives still bear a strong
resemblance to simpler days gone by.
In particular, th e buildin g in w hich they
worship ties into the community identity,
Tid sworth noted . Located on a piece of pro·
perty owned by a deacon in the Perryvi lle
Church, th e locals them selves built the con·
crete block building as a community c;enter
several years ago. Some of the persons now
attending wors hip there helped raise th e
structure, giving them a special sense of
ownership in the ministry.
Tidsworth identified two principles for star·
ting churches across lifestyle barriers. A new
work consultant-such as Glenn Hickey,
who has assisted with the Sweet Home
project-would first look at the number of
unchurched persons in the community,
Tidsworth explained. The n a study of the unchu rched population wou ld be made to
determine whether there exists a group of
peopl e wi th common charac teristics w hich
is not responding to existing churches.
Such groups may be identified by a com·
man educational or income level, an oc·
cupation, type of housing or religious
background. Any of th ese factors could
isolate a group from th e rest of a com muni·
ty and prevent existirig churches from
reaching them, Tid sworth said.
Several question s, asked by a person
known and accepted by th e lifestyle group,
offer a solid approach to starting a neovv work,
Tidsworth added . Questions such as " What
would you like for a chu rch to do?" or " Who
would you choose as a pastor?" or "Where
would be a good place for th e c hurch ·to
meet?" ca n give solid clues to lifestyle
preferences w hich ca n be a barri er-or the
key-to start i'ng new churches and reaching
untouched persons.
Mark Kelly is a staff writer wit h the Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine.
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by Dan
BIRMI NGHAM, Ala. (BP)-Robe rt 5.
CrO\Yder hopes it will not be necessary to file
a lawsuit again st the Southern Baptist Con·
ve ntion to correct what he says are "viola·
tions of th e bylaws" of th e denomination,
but is prepared to do w hatever is necessary
for redress.
Crowder and his wife, of Birmingham,
issued a statem ent to Bapti st Press following
the announcement that their attoaney, Em·
met J. Bondurant of Atlanta 's Bondurant,
Stephenson and Smith law firm , had notified
James P. Guenther, attorney for the SBC, of
intent to file suit if the Executi ve Committee
does not " take prompt and effecti ve ac·
lion ... to remedy th e violati ons."
The Crowders' complai nt stems from ac·
tion during the 1985 annual meeting of th e
Sou thern Baptist Convention in Dallas, when
SBC President Charles F. Stanley rul ed out·
of-order an attempt to amend th e report of
the SBC Committee on Committees. The
Committee on Committ ees nominates the
SBC Committee on Boards, which in turn
nominates persons to serve as trustees oft he
20 national agencies of the SBC.
The Crowders cla im Stan ley's ruli ng
"violated th e provisions of the bylaws" of
the sac, and thu s their rights as messengers
from Southside Church, Bi rm ingham.
In the statemen t issued Sept. II, the
Crowders note they are " di sappointed" that
a press release was issued by Baptist Press
(the news service of the SBC) on Sept. 6, and
added th ey " had hoped that th e infractions
of the SBC bylaws.
could be resolved
quietl y by the Exec utive Committee on its
own initiative without public debate and
without embarrassment to any of th e parties
invol ved."
It adds the Crowders "and other Southern
Baptists with whom they are acting hope that
thi s going public wi ll not make it too difficult
for the Executive Committee to discharge its
responsibilities to take prOmpt and effective
corrective action."
Th e statement ampli fies Crowders' claim
the Executive Committee-which meets
Sept. 16·18 in Nashvi lle, Tenn . - ca n set
asi de th e action taken in Dallas concerning
the report oft he Committee on Committees
and subsequen t election of the 1986 Com·
mittee on Board s. They cite Section 20 of the
SBC bylaws, "which 'authorizes, instructs
and commi ssions' the Executive Committee
to act for the conven tion between sessions:'
Bondurant wrote in his letter to Guen ther
he believes the Execu tive Committee " has
th e authority to set aside the illegal election
of members of the Committee on Board s at
the Dallas convention and to elect new
members of the Committee on Boards, and
to propose any necessary amendments to
the bylaws to assu re that the chair does not
ride roughshod over the rights of th e con·
ve ntion and the messengers at any future

Martin
conve ntions:'
While th e Crowders had requested a
meeting with offi cers of th e SBC Executive
Committee, they will make a presention to
the entire 69·member committee Monday
night, Sept. 16. After that discussion, the Ex·
ecutive Committee will be adjourned and a
separate meeting between the Executive
Committee and Guenther will be conducted, said Harold Bennett, president ofthe
Executive Committee.
That meeting will be a " client·attorney
conference" and w ill be closed to all but
members and staff, said Guenther. He add·
ed, although! he opposes closed meetings
in Baptist life, he feels " in this case it is my
duty to assess the situation in an attorney·
client setting."
Crowder said he hopes the decision for a
closed meeting " does not portend that the
Executive Committee has already made up
its mind to sweep the matter under the rug."
later, in an interview with Baptist Press
fo llowing rel ease of the statement, Crowder
said: " We should never have to go to court.
I am very hopeful the Executive Corrimittee
will do what it should do. I hope (they) will
take action. I believe these men and women
w ill vote for the good of the denomination:'
Despite that hope, Crowder in his statement said " the need to challenge these
violations of the priceless safeguards built into the SBC bylaws against the tyranny of a
'chair' acting contrary to the will of the body
as expressed by ballot vote in Dallas prompts
(us) to press on whatever the cost."
He said he does not wish to have his case
" tried in the press ... because it is so com-·
plica ted that a complete presentation cannot be made in the limited space available
in the media. " ·
Th e statement continues: " We go to
Nashville in a spirit of hopeful and prayerful cooperation with the SBC Executive Committee. We love the Convention, respect its
historic traditions of freedom, ·Support its
missionary, educational, benevolent and
other undertakings with prayer and purse,
and are determined to see these freedo ms
and safeguards mai ntained.
''We know that freedom is never cheap in
th e drain on financial and emotional resources of those w ho challenge abuses of that
freedom . All of our freedoms are only as
secure as we ca n make them on the occa·
sian of any violation of these freedoms."
In th e interview with Baptist Press,
CrO\Yder added he " had to think a long time
before I wou ld go this far, even to threaten
to take my church into co urt:'
He declined to identify by name the
" other Southern Baptists" with whom he is
working, but said, should the case go to
court , it wou ld be filed as a class action suit.
Under provisions of a class action suit,
CrO\Yder said, " the loser pays it all."

Pegell

The great heart of God wants us to be MAXIMUM MEN. That means that we will have
the knowledge, will and power to be the husbands, fathers, sons and witnesses that God
wants us to be.
When the men get right, other things fall in line. God said, '1 sought for a man to stand
in the gap:• The personnel and the program of this conference have been prayerfully
and carefully chosen. Please come with a prayer in your heart and an expectancy for
something magnificent to happen in your own life. The Man and His Master, Family,
Country, and Career will be addressed in this conference. I believe it is sheer spiritual
dynamite. Get ready for a blessing. God is love. Jesus is wonderful. In His dear name,

~~
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FEAXUREDCONFERENCELEADERS
DR. HOWARD HENDRICKS

ZIG ZIGLAR

JOHN WEST

HoW<lrd has a unique way or communicating to men
deep and challenging subjects with love and humor.
Author of many book.s. He is a world-renowned
speaker and teache-:

Zighastr.r.oeledOYerthree million
milesconductingworluhopsand
delivering messages of humor.

He is one of the nation's outstanding speakers.
West's ministr); SHARE, deals with tJi..dimenOOnal
...the spiritual, physical and mental ;upects of the
nwimumman.

hope and enthusiasm.

Life Adlon Singers under the direction of Del Femenfeld, Jr.
Will present ~America, You're 1bo You~ to Die,~ a 75-rninutemusical, multimedia presentation with the purposeofhelpingtumAmericaback to God.

MANY OTHER SEMINAR OPPORTUNITIES LED BY OUTSTANDING MEN
IN THEIR FIELDS FROM ACROSS THE NATION
• 'Witnessing on the Job"-Bob Fargarson,
Attorney
• "Personal Finances-Basic"-Mark Loden,
Financial Advisor
• "Personal Finances-Advanced"Phil Weatherwax, AdministratDr
• "How to be the Husband of a Happy Wife"Paige Cothren, Family Counselor
• "Maximizing the Middle Years"Charles Lowery, Family Counselor

• "Meet You at the 1bp"-Zig Ziglar
• ''Knowing God's Wili"-Howard Hendricks
• ''Temple Maintenance"-John West
• 'Time Management Priorities and Goal Setting"
-Bob Sorrell, Associate Pastor, Bellevue
• "You and Your Thenager''-Phil Newberry,
Youth Minister
• "Rock Music"-Del Fehsenfeld, Jr.
• "God's Business and the Business Man"Warren Creighton

CONFERENCE BEGINS THURSDAY EVENING THROUGH SATURDAY NOON

LIMITED REGISTRATION
Oip and enclose with check made payable to Bellevue Baptist Church.
For mort Information all901·125-9550
REGISTRATION IS TRANSFERABLE BlTT NOT REFlJNDABLE
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION BELOW

MAIL TO: MAXIMUM MANHOOD
lkllt:Yue Baptist Church
70 North Bellevue • Memphis, TN 38104

NAME~~~~~~~~~~~~~------------------------------
(PRINT' OR TYPE NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR ON NAME BADGE)

~DR~ ---------------------------------------------------------CrrY' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - STATE - - - - - - - - - - - - ZIP - - - - - - - - - - WHERE IS CHURCH MEMBERSHIP? - - -- - - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -.,-.,..,----,-...,.-,--...,.-- - - - RECISTRATION PEE: 530.00 (Includes lunch on Friday, eoffu breaks and semlnat~) 0 Rtquqt Mottl Resei'Yation 11\fonnaUon.

Ministering through music after age 50
More and more I am asked, "Where are
the older music directors going and what are
they doing?" This question is being faced by

an increasing number of misic ministers in
our denomination. The answers are beginning to disturb them , as they reflec_t upon
their willingness to answer God's call into
the music ministry. They increasingly face
the fear that they may not be able to survive

until retirement, or that, if th ey do, there may
not be sufficien t retirement benefi ts waiting
for them.
We need to realize first that the music
mini stry, as a ful l-time position, is rela ti vely
young. The number of those w ho are app roaching the age of retirement is just beginning to grow. In A rkansas there are about 10

fu ll-time ministers of music who fit the
catagory of "over 50."
There is, however, just cause for apprehension. As I ta lk to search committees, it is a
rare occasion that the comminee does not
say "we want so meone under 40 years of
age;· si nce most of the posi ti ons are combination music and youth. This, of course,
helps keep available many job opport uniti es
for the younger music minister, but after they
have spent their "younger yea rs" thinking
that youth is forever, older music ministers
sudden ly come to the realization tha t they
are not the ones being sought. The comm ittees are still looki ng for th e "youn ger

by Gl en E. Enn es
leaders."
As the latter years of service approac h it
becomes increasingly more difficult to make
a move, thus it is important for the music
minister to establish a..ministry which yields
a long tenure. It helps to know the needs of
the people and develop a well-rounded pro·
gram that ministers to the total church fam ily,
so the program does not exist for the minister
but for the people.
Th e minister mu st also stay fresh in his approach to worsh ip, knowledge of materi als
and his personal professio nal skills. Creativity
must be a part of th e week ly planning pro·
cess. His com munication and fell owsh ip
with th e one w ho is to be worshiped must
be a daily activity. He mu st be diligent at the
task of creating a bond of love that w ill allow
thi s ministry to conti nu e.
The chu rch in turn must respond to the
leadership through thei r love, prayer and
support. Most often thi s ca ll s for sac rifice.
David said, " I will not offer to God that
which cost me nothing". The sacrifice is
more than financial. Time fo r rehearsals is
not optio nal for the church member who
chooses to serve in the music mini stry, no r
can the church take the liberty of creating
conflic ts for th e rehearsa l tim e. It is worsh ip
preparation and must be rega rded as such .
I believe that in th e coming yea rs more
churches w ill change th eir concept of the

music ministry to allow more importance to
be placed on experience and maturity rather
than youthful energies. Even now fE?~.ver committees are looking fo r someone to "play
games" with the kids. More churches are
looking for worship leaders.
So, as a music minister you make it to
retirem ent. How are you going to live? You
have Social Security. The church participated
in the SBC An nuity Program in a limited
manner. Your sa lary was less than that of the
pastor and most of it was used for day to day
expenses so you were able to save back very
little. You do not have supply opportuni ties
available like a pastor, so extra income is not
a real possib ility.
There are facts that a minister of music and
the ch urch must face. Both need to look
beyond today in planning for the needs of
those who minister. " But if God so clothes
the grass of th e field , which today is ali ve
and tomorrow is throw n into the oven, will
be not much more clothe you, 0 men of little faith?" iRSVI
Perhaps God ca n and does work through
his church to accomplish the " clothing" of
his ministers, with the knowledge that " faith
without works (action) is dead."
Glen Ennes is associate in the Church Music
Department of the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention.

Dedication to prayer ignites Korean Christian explosion
Jl JONG, South Korea (BP)-A million or
more South Koreans make their way every
morning throu gh the darkness to attend predawn prayer meetings at churches
throughout the coun try.
Many observers believe their fervent devotion to prayer is the secret behind Korean
Christians' explosive growth. Ch ristians now
number some TO million, nearly one of
every four Sou th Koreans. ·
In rural Ji jong vi ll age a bell clangs long
and clear at 4 a.m. It is the morning ca ll to
prayer from ji Jong Chu rc h. Most of the
villagers st ir, roll over and go back to sleep,
but some of th e fa ithful rou se th emselves
and trudge to churc h. Mostl y wome n, they
si t on thin pillows scattered across the floor
and unite th ei r voices in a kind of rythmic
d rone as their bodies sway back and forth.
Simil ar sce nes abound in Sou th Korea's
cities. However, in the larger, more
sophistica ted churches the meetings are attended by urban professionals and factory
wo rkers. Korea n Christians have become
known wo rldwide for their morning prayer
meetings. Korea , lon g known as the " land
of morning ca lm," has become the land of
morning prayer.
But morning isn't th e only time Koreans
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pray. They halO all -night prayer meetings
and prayer retreats. They gather in homes
to pray. Th ey go to " prayer mountains" to
commune wi th God in so litude. They build
structures reserved for praye r alone. Kang
Nam Central Church in Seoul, for exa mple,
has a basement lined with tiny one-person
prayer closets .
For Korean Baptists, the prayer meeting is
centra l to worship and all else the church
does. " The average Korean church member
is a strong believer in the power of answe red
specific prayer," says Southern Baptist missio nary Paul Rhoads. Koreans, he explains,
si mply accept " that God answers prayer.
Prayer is not viewed as a persona l spirit ual
exercise in self-d iscip lin e, but as actually affeeling things."
Forces behind the Korea n prayer movement include the major Protestan t revival
that began in 1905. Among other things, that
revival ingrain ed prayer and Bible stud y into th e lives of committed believers. So did
the persecution Korean Christians suffered
under the old Korean royalty, the Japanese
and the commu ni sts of the north.
The nature of the Korean family also innuenced the morning prayer meeting, according to missionary Norma Nichols. " In the

early days, when the families, which are so
closely knit , had only one member who was
a Christian, that one person could not pray
(at home)," she says.
" M any of these people were women, and
they had fu ll days, so if they were going to
have any time to pray, they had to do it
before the day began. So they began to go
to church ea rly in the morning. There th ey
cou ld pray aloud. This is th e Oriental kind
of thin g; if you pray to Buddha, you pray
aloud. So w hen the early missiona ries said
'You o ught to pray,' they didn't know any
ot her way except to pray aloud. And now
it's become an institution ."
Anything that becomes an institution can
turn into a tedious repetition, a ritual devoid
of meaning. But at its best, Korean prayer
is an attitude toward life, eloquently expressed in the dooiWays of th e basement prayer
closets at Kang Nam Church.
Carpenters originally built the prayer
closet doorways at Kang Nam high enough
to allow easy entrance to anyone of average
height. But the pastor ordered the doorways
cut to half-size. He believes one should enter
into prayer-and the presence of
God-kneeling.
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Your state convention at work
Missions

New towns
A recognized need in Arkansos for 1986
is to start churches In new towns. An exam·
ple of a new town Is Holtday Island, six
miles north of Eureka
Springs.
The community has
largely sprung up
slnoe 1980. It features
two golf courses,
three restaurants, a
b ranch bank, a
marina , lake, and
other
recreation
facilities. It has family homes , conTidsworlh
dominiums, . apa rt ments, and town houses.
Already 1200 people live In the planned
community. It Is still growing. It has only
one church, a Luthern.
Other new towns such as Eden Isle at
Heber Springs and Diamondhead at Hot
Springs need consideration.
Southern Baptists have been very suc·
cessfulln starting new churches at Fairfield
&y, Bella Vista, Cherokee Village, and In
many other new towns. But there are still
other fields where a church needs to be
planted. Let us know if you know one. Floyd ndaworth. director of church
extension

Church Training

Discipleship for adults
"You can't teach an old dog new tricks,"
is-often a stated excuse for adults not be. i nQ dCtively involved In the church's educa·
tiona! program. The
c. ,.-,....., 1 analogy Is not true
because adults can
and do learn effec·
Uvely. In fact, contl·
nulng education Is an
Important part of our
adult life. We have
had to learn In order
to live in our changIng world at work ,
home a nd community.
Latham
Doctrine, ethics,
history and polity; worship, witness, learnIng and ministry are aret~s where continued
growth Is essential In an adult Christian's
life. These are the kinds of Information and
skills learned In adult Church Training.
Adult Church Tra ining Is an effective
education process In the church's discipl lng ministry when It Is conducted properly.
Adult leaders and members can learn
more about how effective adult Church
TralnlnQ Is accomplished In a conference
at the State Church Training Convention
Tues. Oct. 22.
Bill Lotham of the Sunday Schc;><>l Board
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will lead the conference at Immanuel
Church In Little Rock. He Is a specialist In
adult education and an excellent conference leader. Participants in this con·
ference will learn how to be effective participants In adult training.
You may not be able to teach old dogs
new tricks but every church can lead adults
to be effective disciples by providing adequate groups with effective leaders. Learn
how Oct. 22 at Little Rock's Immanuel
Church. - Gerald lacbon. auoclate

Evangelism

Growing in obedience
When a person Is genuinely saved, he
will desire to be obedient to Christ. In Acts
2:41·42 the Bible says, "Then they that
gladly received his
word were baptized:
and the some day
there were added unto them about three
thouMnd souls. And
they continued stedfastly In the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, and In breaking
of bread, a nd in
prayers." The first act
Shell
of obedience followIng solvation is baptism.
Why should every born again believer~
baptized? Jesus states In the Gredt Commission that the church should baptize new
believers "in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." This is
the first act of obedience after a person
becomes a Christian .
Why should a new convert be baptized?
It Is to follow the example of Jesus. Jesus
asked John to baptize him. The Bible says
that when Jesus came up out of the water,
the Spirit in the form of a dove lighted upon
him and a voice from Heaven stated, "This
is my beloved Son In whom I am well pleased." When we follow the example of Jesus,
our Father Is well pleased.
Why should a new convert be baptized?
It Is an outward expression of that Inward
experience. The Bible says in Romans 6 that
we are buried with him In baptism and
resurrected to walk a new life. - Clarence
Shell. director

for you to see." There was a book of
memorials and the following one spoke
especially to me.
" In Memory of James Lee Speaks:
Memorial -Building Fund; MemorlstIntermed iate II Sunday School. MemorialBuildlng Fund; Memorist·Robert Bostian."
James Lee Speaks was born July 16, 1942,
at Waldron , Ark. He came to Bottoms Baptist Orphanage June 20, 1955. He died
March 4, 1958, from an accident at Monticello High School. He was buried March
7. 1958. at Waldron.
In hts personal belongings this verse was
found: "When I became a Christian It was
a new exper ience in my life. Now I know
that I am a Christian is because God saves
me from my sin. I thank the Arkansos Bap·
lists for the home they made possible for me
and the food we have to eat and to go to
schooL"
"I was glad"...when Sunday comes and we
can go again to the house of the Lord to find
strength to face the daily tasks that are ours.
- Eula Armstrong. director of special activities, Arkansas Baptlat Home for
Children
Psychology For Christian living

JO HN EWING HARRIS. M O•v., Ph 0
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The Leader in
Computers for
Churches in Arkansas
Arkadelphia. Ft. Smith,
Little Rock , Rogers,
Springdale, West Memphis ...

Family ond child c are

From the Children's Home
"I was glad when they sold unto me, let
us go Into the house of the Lord" (Psolm

122: 1).
One Sunday morning. recently as I at tended First Church, Monticello, I was
touched In a unique and different way. As
I entered the vestibule, a close friend and
prayer partner, greeted me with "I have
something to show you; I left It open here

~
•
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Texas Ins truments
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Membe,..hip Suvlce., Joe.
Call Toll·f'ree 1-800-521·9919, Exl. 0824
MSI , P.O. Box 152130. Irving, TX 76016
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Workers take to phones for enrollment emphasis
we can reach our goal; ' said Harry Piland,
director of the Sunday school department.

make sure everything that can be done will
be done" for the enrollment campaign , said

On Sept. 30, 1984, SBC Sunday school

james Lackey; 8.5 by '8S project coordinator.

Sunday Sc hool Board, but as many as 10,000
will be ca lled by the end of September.

enrollment was 7.81 million.

More than &0 Sunday school department
employees and vol unteers are calling chur-

Church, Jackson, Miss., said his church has

Some of the volunteers who are retirees
and wives of employees are ca lling as many
as 40 to 60 churches per day, said Dick Kernmeyer, a board reti ree who is coordinating
the volunteers. Employees are being asked
to take lists of 20 churches each. Some
employees have taken more than one list.
Many of the people contacted have said
they appreciated someone from the Sunday
School Board calling to express interest in
what they are doing at their church, Kernmeyer said .
M.R. Jones, pastor of langston Memorial
Church, Conway, S.C., told Kornmeyer the
call was the fi rst personal contact he had
received from the Sunday School Board in
20 years. Ronnelll. Owensby, pastor of First
Church , Cowpens, S.C., said the call came
at a time when he needed encouragement.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)-Many chu rch
leaders have expressed surprise to receive
a tel ephone call from the Sou th ern Baptist

ches to check progress on " From Here to
Victory," the final three-month push to reach

Dan Watts, pastor of Raymond Road

set and exceeded three Sunday school
enrollment goals. The third goal was 549.
Watts plans to set a goal of 649 to try to

a Sunday school enrollment of 8.5 million
by Sept. 29. The callers also are aski ng
whether the board can provide any last-

enroll100 persons in Sunday school during
September.

minute assistance for the chu rches' enroll ment efforts.

its goal and will continue emph asizi ng
enrollment during September. H ickory

Th e ca ll list includes the 5,000 largest SBC
churches and 5,000 smaller churches.
The response from pastors and c hurch
leaders has been encouraging. " I now
believe even more strongly than ever before

First Church, Cullman, Ala., has doubled
G rove Church, Cha rlotte, N.C. , has enro ll ed three times its goal and plans to co ntinue
enrolling more.
" We have enrolled more people in the last
six months than in any six- month period in
the last six yea rs; ' said Frank Trotter, pastor

of Third Church, Marion, Ill.
First Church , Nowata, Okla., has enrolled 67 new Sunday school members since
February. Cliff Kempton , a fourth grader, has
enroll ed five of those.
· FACTORY DIRECT SALES·
ECONOMICAl· OUR 24TH YEAR

ECONOGLAS INDUSTRIES
BOX 1321 , ROSWELL, OA

300n

( 1·800·221·4153)

Couple wanted
Family looking for childless couple,
ages 55 to 65, to care for elderly parents.
Nursing skills desired , but not required .
Responsibilities include presence of one

person in home at all limes, some cooking, no housekeeping. Benefits include
free mobile home and utilities, salary in

Most of the 20 chu rches contacted by joe
Haynes, Sunday school program promotion
consu ltant, are doing at least so me part of
the " From Here to Victory" emphasis.
" If this is any indication, I see no reaso n
why we can't reach ou r goals;' Haynes Said .
Sharon Roberts, assistant editor in the Sun-

day school

depa~ment,

called Fairmont Park

Chu rch , Housto n, and learned 100 new Sunday school members have been enrolled so
far this year. A total of 50 had been enrolled in the past two months wit h 11 on the

Su nday before she called, Roberts said .
The telephone project was developed " to

Lackey said if calls are completed to 10,000
chu rches before Sept. 29, more of the 36,000
Southern Baptist churches will be added to

the call list.
The overwhelmingly positive responses
from those contacted has developed interest
in continuing to call churches even after the
enrollment emphasis ends, lackey said.
" Churches need to hear from us. They appreciate us calling to say we care about what
they are doing."
On Sept. 29, churches are being asked to
report their Sunday school enrollment to
their associations. Associationa l leaders in
turn will ca ll state conventions. State reports
will be telecast live on the Bapti st Telecommunication Network, 4 to 6 p.m . (COn.

$20,000 to $25,000 range , depending
on skills and experience.
Christian couple may apply with one ·
page statement of qualifications and
biographica l Information to Box 5142,

Meet missionaries
galore!

North Little Rock, Arkansas 72119

GA Missions
Spectacular
Saturday, October 19
Camp Paron

September 19, 1985

Sponsored by
Arkansas WMU
P.O. Box 552,
Little Rock AR 72203
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HMB chairman names committee to study ordination issue
ATLANTA (BP)-A nine-member study
committee has been appoi nted to develop
guidelines concerning ordination of mis·
sionaries for the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, members of the board 's executi ve committee we re told :
Travi s Wigin ton , pastor of Bethel Chu rch
in Norman, Okla., and the board 's chairman, announced appointment of the committee. L:lst month, the full boa rd voted to
as k its cha irman to appoint the committee,

but membership of th e group was not announ ced at that time.
Wiginto n asked for board members, and
all South ern Bapti sts, to pray fo r th e committee as it begins its stu dy and meets for
the fi rst time Oct. 8.
Wiginton . sai d he so ught to maintain
ba lance on the committee bot h in geogra phical representatiOn and " in other ways:'
Appoi nted to the committee were: Jo hnny
Jackson, pastor of Forest Highlands Church,

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS. PUMPS

FACTORY DIRECT
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679
TN CALL COLLECT 615-875·0679
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO

35 11 HIXSONPIKE•CHATTANOOGA, TN37415

l ittle Rock, Ark. ; Robert latham, pa stor of
Northside Church, Indianapo li s, Ind .;
lawanna Mciver, a television personality and
hom emake r from Dall as;
T.l. McSwain, pasto r of Hu rstborn e
Chu rch, louisville, Ky.; Marvin Prude, retired
president of Sunnyland Refi ning Co., Birmingham, Ala; M.O. Owens Jr., pastor of an
English-speaking Baptist church in Belgium
and fo rm er pastor from Gastonia, N.C.;
Austin Tucker, pasto r of Shreve City
Church, Shreveport, -La. ; Lui a D. Walker,
housewife and local church Wom an's Missio nary Union director from Beaverton,
O re., and Wiginton , chairman.
In major business, the board 's exec utive
commi ttee authorized fi ling an amended
prospectus w ith state an d federal secu riti es
offices in preparatio n for offe ring securities
for investment by the general public, probab ly in November.
Directors of the boa rd also approved a

Solid oak used pews
Like new, with 3-inch upholstered seat
22 pews- 16ft. , 8 pews- 15 ft.
Also have 10 ft. and 13 ft. Call

Central Mfg. Company,
Little Rock, (501) 374-6068

$35,000 allocation to the Colorado Baptist
General Conven ti on to assist the state convention with financial difficu lties. The allocatio n impleme nt ed an ea rlier decision to
change the ratio of coope rative work from
78 to 88 percent HMB funding and to 12 percent funding by the Colorado convention .
In his report to board members, HMB
President W illiam G. Tanner said receipts
from the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for
Home Missions had reac hed $25.9 milli o n
by Sept. 10, an increase of 8.38 percent compared to rece ipts fo r the same period last
yea r. Tanner cited projections indicating the
boa rd wi ll probably receive about $27
million through the offering thi s yea:r, about

$3 mi llion short of the $30 mi llion goal.
In other act ions, the HMB executive committee appointed 16 persons as new mi ssionari es, 13 as mi ssiona ry associates, 16 as
chu rch planter app renti ces; and approved
financial assistance to 67 mission pastors.

~
~0

OuAiity
Sales

vnn

Used 12 and 15 passenger vans, special prices
to churches, (501) 268-4490, 1500 E. Race,
Searcy 72143. Larry Carson, Butch Copeland

OUT.. PATIENT SERVICES
-A GOOD IDEA
FOR TODAY
The next time you need medical testing therapy, or surgery,
ask your doctor about using Out- Patient Services at one of our
Baptist Medical System hospitals.
The Ambu latory Surgery and Out· Patien t SeiVices Center at
Memorial Hospital and the Out-Pat ient Surgery and Se!Vices and
Testing Cente r at Baptist Medica l Cente r offerstate-of·the-art medical
seiVices at prices fa r be low in-patie nt care.
As Baptists, we trad itiona lly look for better ways to seNe. A better
way is to prese!Ve th e sop histication and assure the safety whi le
bringing down the costs. That's why out- patient se!Vice at a Baptist
Medical System hospita l is a good idea for today.
The nex t time your doctor tells you that you must be hospitalized,
tell him you prefer a Bapti st Medica l System hospital. Toge ther, we
will co ntinue to provide the stand ard of excellence for health ca re.
in Arkansas.

<·>
Arlwn~s
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Lessons for living

September 22, 1985

International

Life and Work

Bible Book

The Body of Christ grows

Self-giving love

Prophecies against nations

by William H. Elder Ill, Pulaski Heights
Church, LiHie Rock
·

by Max W. Deaton, OHer Creek First
Church, Little Rock

University

Basic passage: Ephesians 4:1-16

Basic passa'ge: 2 Corinthians 11:1~33

Basic passage: Jeremiah 46:1-52:34

Focal passage: Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16

Focal passage: 2 Corinthians 11:1-11

Focal passage: Jeremiah 50:1-46

Central truth: The church grows as its
members use their gifts to promote unity,
truth and love.

Central truth: Christian .ministry is centered
in self~giving love.

Central truth: The Almighty holds in his
hands the destiny of all nations.

love is not an emotion, it is a will, a way
of life. love is seen in demonstration more
than in words. But when actions are evidenc-

(1) We are often surprised by that w hich
ought not surprise us at all. For example, it
ought not shock us to learn from Jeremiah

ed and e nforced by words, love really shines
forth.

that God holds the big nation s such as .
Babylon in the hollow of his hand , but

The Apostle Paul was " jealous" for the
church at Corinth, but he had a purpose, a
goa l. He was willing to be " foolish," i.e., to
boast for the sake of the church. He was will·
ing to boast to cause the church to remain
true to Christ. He wanted the c hurch to remain as a "c haste virgin," i.e., not to give
their love to anyone but Christ!
(1) Sometimes we are foolish before other
people because they do not understand us
nor know our goal(s).
(2) Sometimes our zea l overruns our
spi rituality. Zeal without knO"Niedge can lead
one down a dead end street. Knowledge
without zeal ends in the same street.
(3) ,The church must be careful in their zeal
and frustration not to provide a forum for
false teaching and leaders.
(4) There are a certain amount of teachers

somehow it does. And it O:ught not stagge r
our faith to conclude that the destiny of
twentieth century powers is determined by

The lesson this week focuses upon pro-

bably the most frequently consulted passage
of sc ripture on the subject of the nature of
the church. The point is made time and time

again throughout the passage that the church
is mad e up of JTlany kinds o~ people, all of

whom have spec ial gifts. Those gifts are the
keys to both personal and church fulfillment.
In othe r words, as a Christian discovers and
invests his gift, or gifts, he finds the fulfillment
God has in store for him , and at the very
sa me tim e he cont ributes significantly to the
fulfillm en t which God has intended for the

church. And that which makes it all work is
commitment to the lordship of Jesus Christ.
As we are w illing to grow up into Christ , to
mature in our discipleship, fulfillm ent in its
many dimensions flows.
The cen tral question thi s week is, " How
do we grow up into Ch rist?" (v. 15). Three
very important growth ingredients are men·
.tioned in ve rses 15 and 16.
First, in ve rse 15, we are advised to speak
th e truth in love. God 's love calls for and
enables righteous living, meeting needs, and
affirrr.ing others. To speak th e truth in love
involves more than ju st being willing to ac·
curately represent things. It involves speak·
ing and acting in o ur relationships in such
a way that those relatio nships deepen as a
resu lt of God's resou rces being unl eashed.
Seco ndl y, in verse 15, we see that we are
to grow up " into him w ho is the head." We
mature in Ch rist as we place ourselves under
hi s authority and direction. It is his agenda
we are to adopt and ca rry out. We are not
our own. We are under orders.
Thirdly, in ve rse 16, the point is clea rly

made that as each part of th e body participates in the life o f th e chu rch, the result
is authen ti c, sustai ned and exci ting growth.
In ou r passage we have all three dimensions of life: relationship with God through
Ch rist in discipleship, relationship with
others based upon God's love which expresses itse lf in terms of hon esty, integrity,
and affirmation , and relatio nship with
ourselves in that we are expected to discover
and invest ourselves in and through the
creative crucible of the c hurch.
TNIIIIII:In~lt"-donltle~lllltl.-.onb'Qirt.
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and people who will plague the church if
allowed to gain leadership.
(5) Our purpose must be in line with
Christ's com mission of the church (v. 2).
The Devil is very busy within the church
today. Question of interest: Where does
spiritual fornication take place? ·ln the local
bars or in the localleadershipl Where is the
fellowship destroyed? In the bars or in the
Su nday School classroom or committee
meeting or conference nighH
Experience has taught me jesus was right:
'Where you r treasure is there is your heart! "
Even if the body is sitti ng in the local church
pew, if you become like the Corinth con·
gregation, w illing to listen to false teaching
and impure motives, you probably have
committed spiritual fornication (v. 3-4).
However, the answer to all relationships
is found in self-giving love. love that gives
and asks nothing in return . Hardl Correct.
It is so very easy to return love when given,
but so hard to retu rn love when love isn't
first given.
Foolishl To the 'NOrld 's view, Christians are

foolish, but to the pure eyes of Christ, love
is not foolish. It is expected.

... ...,...................,. ..
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by Vester Wolber, Ouachita Baptist

Jeremiah"s God.
(2) In America, we consciously identify the
U.S.A. with ancient Israel, and, perhaps un- ·
consciously, think of ourselves as the chosen
of God. It is not altogether unfitting that we
should do this since this nation, more than
any other, was founded o n biblical and
Christian principles.
(3) Contemporary America is now in the
process of di sengaging itself from its eth ica l
and spiritual heritage. Some of us like to
think the supreme court to be the chief
culprit in the series of rulings which (a) accept, even promote, deviant lifestyles that
undercut moral decency; and (b) protect the
so-called rights of criminals, with little regard
for the rights of society.
On the other hand, our judges over the

long baul refl ect the beliefs and desires of
the masses. The real culprit is the populace.
President Carter struck a responsive chord
in the public mind when he called for a
government as decent, fair and co mpassionate as its people.There are increasi ng
evidences now that the American public
wants a decent, just and caring government
that leaves its citizens free to be indecent,
unjust and irresponsible. This can't be.
(4) Soviet Russia is not outside the control
of God, and in due time will give account

unto the Almighty. The Christian Kingdom
may gain momentum and attain sufficient influence to bring about a moral and spi ritua l
transformation inside Russi a, or the
economy may continue to weaken and in·
itiate i nternal changes, or the ruling poWers
may be unseated and a new regime installed.
One thing can be counted on: there' s not
room enough on this earth for the purposes
of God to be carried out while a defiant nation continues to thumb its nose at human
rights and divine authority: one must go, and

it won't be God.
TNI.._..,.,.......It.._..ontt.tlllleloolllltudytorlouhm
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HMB commissions 35 as US-2 missionaries
Subscriber Services

ATLANTA (BP)-Thirty-five recent college
gradua tes have been com mi ss ioned by the
Sou thern Baptist Home Mission Board as
US-2 missi onaries. US-2ers spend two years
doing all kind s of assignmen ts ranging from
traditional evangelism and starting new chu rches, to working with the deaf in j ackson,
Miss., and wit h students in Hila, Hawaii.
The US-2 missionari es we re appoi nted to
work in 18 states plus Canada under the
board's program w hich provides opportu':lities for college g~~duate s under the age
of 27 to devote two yea rs to missio ns wo rk.
The commissioning se rvice was held at

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine offers
subscription plans at three different rates:
, Every Resident Family Plan glues
churches a premium rat~ when they send
the Newsmagazine to all their resident
households . Resident famil ies are
ca/cufated to be at least one-fourth of the

church's Sunday School en rollment. Churches who send o nly to members who request a subscription do not qualify for this
lower rate of $5.40 per year for each

subscription.
A Group Plan (formerly called the
Club Plan) allows church members to get
a better than ind/uidua/ rate when 10 or

Singapore Mandarin crusade 11ets 37 believers

more of them send their subscriptions

together through their church . Subscribers
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through the group plan pay $6 per year.
Individual subscriptions may be purchased by anyone at the rate of $6.36 per
year. These subscriptions are more costly
because they require indfulduaf attenHon for
address changes and renewal notices.
Changes of address by lndlulduals
may be made usfng the form aboue, which
appears regularly In this space.
When lnqulrtng about your subscription by mall, please Include the address
label. Or call us at (501) 376-4791 , ex£.
5156. Be prepared to glue us you r code
line Information.
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locust Grove Church in Smyrna, Ga. , in
suburban Atlanta.
The largest number of th e missionaries
{five) will be working in California. Four were
appointed to resort missio ns wo rk in South
Carolina, and three each were commissioned to work in New York and Florida.
Two US-2ers were appointed for service in
Ve rm ont, Montana, Pennsylvania, North
Carolina, and British Columbia, Canada; and
one each was com missioned to work in
Michigan, Georgia, Mississippi, Tennessee,
l ouisiana, South Dakota, Utah, Iowa,
Massachusets and Hawaii.

SINGAPORE (BP)-Thirty-seven persons
decided to become Chri stians when, for the
fi rst time, Chinese·speaking Baptist chu rches
in the city-state teamed up for evangelistic
se rvices in the Chinese dialect, Mandarin.
Young people who regularly attend
English-speaking Baptist ch urches invited
parents and friends to the Mandarin services.
Many had never heard the story of Jesus
Ch rist preached in th ei.r ow n language.
The crusade, til Grace Chu rch , drew between 400 and 500 people each evening during the four-da y effort in ea rl y August. They
heard preach ing by the prin c ipal of

Si ngapore Bible College, Maak Hay Chun.
Besides the 37 new Chri stians, 64 people
said they wa nted to learn more by studying
th e Bible on how to live the Ch ri stian faith.
Singapore Baptists have sponsored several
crusades in recent yea rs, but they have been
conducted mainly in English wit h Chinese
interpretation. More than three-fourths of the
people who li ve on th e sou th east Asian
island are Chinese, bu t increasin g numbers
are learn ing Engli sh in school and speak it
at work. For this reason chu rches provide
Engli sh ministries, but not all provide
Ch inese services.

Texas Baptists help Australian crusade
DALLAS (BP)-Abou t 925 decisions fo r
Chri st we re reported 'in a partnership
cru sade involving more than 400 Texas Bapti st vol unteers in Australia in August.
Also serving in the evangelistic partnership
in 65 churches of Sydney, New South
Wa les, were Baptists from several other state
co nve ntions and Southern Baptist fo reign
mi ssiona ries from the Philippines.
"My heart is moved to hear of the literally hundreds of people coming to know
Christ, " said G. Norman Chambers, superintendent of home ministries and chief
executive officer of the Baptist Union of New
South Wales.
" New vision s have come into foc us, and
pastors and chu rches have been encouraged," he added .
There are about 55,000 Baptists in some
700 churches in Australia, which equa ls the
United States in land area and ha s about 15
million people, slightly less than Texas. A
1980 su rvey indicated less than 19 percen t
of Australi ans attend ch urch week ly.
In Sydney, Texans sh ared their faith at
ladies meetings and men' s breakfast.s, in service cl ub meetings, children's groups, public
schools, home Bible stud ies and worship services, accord ing to Bill Gray, coordinato r of
Partnership Missions for the Baptist General
Convention of Texa s.
Fred and Evelyn john son, members of a
team from First Church, George West,
Texas, sai d, " This has been one of the

greatest times in our Christi an experience,
finding out how great it is to serve Christ in
this way. The hi ghlight of our week was sha ring in the schoo l with chi ldren. Th ey were
very attentive to w hat we had to share with
them ."
' 'The Texas-Australia partnership ha s been
a time of weldi ng together th e bond s of
friendship, comradeship and Christian
love," said Gray.
Stewart Mcla tchie, pastor of Paramatta
Chu rch, Sydney, sa id, the church "ran out
"
of cha irs for the first time in th ree yea rs.
Paramatta is constructing a new building.
Gilbert Kendrick, pastor of live Oak
Church, San An ton io, Texas, and team
leader for the Texa s team at Pa ramatta,
recently went th rough a building program
at his own ch urch. He said the experience
helped him to be a more effective minister
at Pa ramatta church.
" Many ideas and blessings were shared,
with many more to come," said Ala n Grieve,
pastor of lawson Church, Sydney. l oved
ones were prayed for and many w ho had
never attended ch urc h or attended very
rarely we re in chu rch during the cru sade,
sa id All Skognes of Highland Chu rch, Denton , the Texas leader at l awson.
Gray said, " We have been able to brea k
down th e pre-conceived ideas as to who we
are and what we are have been able to join
as brothers in Christ to extend the ki ngdom
of God in Australia."

ARKANSAS BAPTIST NEWSMAGAZINE

